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Impacts of anthropogenic and natural disturbances on
vegetation in northern Europe:
a new quantitative approach in palaeoecology

Long-term regime changes in natural and anthropogenic disturbances have
affected vegetation and land-cover dynamics in Europe, Asia and elsewhere in
the late Holocene. This talk summarizes a recent development in European
palaesoecology, emphasizing the importance of quantitative reconstruction of
human impacts on the past vegetation and implications for plant ecology,
archaeology and nature conservations in northwestern Europe. The first part of
the talk by Sugita briefly describes a framewaork of quantitative reconstruction of
vegetation using fossil pollen (Landscape Reconstruction Algorithm - LRA) and its
applications in western Europe. The second part by Hjelle summarizes small-scale
spatial and temporal vegetation patterns caused by human activity by examples
from Norway and the potential of applying LRA to understand relationships
between people and nature through time.




