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T)in fastf‘growtng tree plantahons
is a sustainable management opt|on aiming to reduce the risk of nitrogen
deficiency due to a large and frequent exportation of nutrients at harvest.

Facilitation, defined as the positive influence of one species on the
growth of another, is expected if N is limiting growth and if atmospheric
N, fixation by NFT increases nitrogen availability. Moreover, two species in
a mixed plantation may exploit a limiting resource more efficiently than
either of them in a monoculture, reducing competition. In this talk, | will
synthesize results we have obtained on mixed-species plantations of
Fucalyptus urophylla X grandis and Acacia mangium on nutrient-poor
soils of the coastal Congolese plains.
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