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Interactions Between Biodiversity and
Indigenous Peoples Influence Socio-ecological
Sustainability in the Amazon

Understanding pathways of environmental sustainability is.a k
for conservation and development policies. There is evidence that in the
Amazon titled indigenous territories are more effective that protected
areas at preventing forest clearing, there is also evidence that as
indigenous peoples integrate with national socio-economies, they exert
unsustainable pressure on biodiversity. The 500 million indigenous peoples
of the world occupy 20% of the world's land surface. Field data and a
spatially explicit agent-based model representing human livelihoods, =
forest dynamics and animal meta-populations revealed social-ecological
systems were resilient to internal changes, while introduction of external,
food resources eroded environmental sustainability. -
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