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Deconstructmg the term eplphyte

Epiphytes are n@n parasitic plants that establish, grow and reproduce @n-a
typically a tree, without contact ‘with the soil throughout their life. Whie tlﬂ;s B |
whether an individual plant is an epiphyte the characterization of a shegi e
potentially problematic: conspecifics frequently differ in their substrate
regional levels. A categorical approach of labelling species as “epiphytes” and
obscures important biological variability, which leads to potentially erroneous 4

shows that species are mostly not restricted to either epiphytic, lithophytic or terr
the light of these results, | propose a somewhat different use of the term “epiphytes
the consequences of a less categorical concept of the term “epiphyte” for future @
evolutionary studies.
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